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Transportation Planning

P
rivate, public, and non-profit interested parties have been highly engaged in the last year preparing a better transportation plan for Cold Spring.   We are not interested in assigning blame, but fixing the challenges we face now and in the foreseeable future.   Your city has worked together with elected and appointed staff of all departments as well as among the City Council, Planning Commission, and the Economic Development Authority.  Our City team has also worked hand-in-hand with Community Education staff with a Safe Routes to Schools grant, ROCORI School officials, Stearns County officials, as well as Wakefield Township officials.   Public input has also been a part of the open meetings and is always welcomed as we move forward to figure out a variety of transportation issues addressing both vehicle and pedestrian needs.  


The biggest transportation issue in Cold Spring is creating a safer and better traffic control plan for the confluence of county roads 50 and 2.  There was perhaps a time where the free flow of traffic on County Road 50 made sense, but with the increase in County Road 2’s usage, that just doesn’t appear to be good traffic strategy.  Also, the recent extended power outage due to a car crash near the 90 degree sharp turn on County Road 50 highlights the fact that the road is just an unsafe design.  Sadly, under State guidelines, little has been done for this intersection because there has not been a significant amount of traffic accidents to justify a different strategy.   
See TRANSPORTATION, Page 4 

Winter Parking Regulations In Effect

T
he City of Cold Spring would like to remind residents of the snow parking regulations in the City.  The City determines parking regulations by how much snow is on the streets.  Anytime we receive an inch or more of falling or blowing snow, all vehicles parked on the streets need to be removed.  When vehicles are parked on the street they are issued a snow parking ticket with a fine of $30, and in some cases the vehicles are towed.
In addition to the snow parking regulations the city also requires residents to remove the snow or ice from the sidewalk in front of their property (snow should not be blown or shoveled into the street).  After the snow stops falling residents have twelve hours to remove the snow and ice from their sidewalk.  If residents or businesses do not clear the sidewalk they can be issued a citation.  Snow and ice packed sidewalks can be very dangerous for pedestrians so remember to keep your sidewalk clean and clear.  

The Public Works Department also reminds residents on trash days to place their garbage containers on the boulevard, not in the street.  Snowplows cannot easily maneuver around garbage cans and end up knocking them over if they are in the street.  Make sure to keep your trash container out of the street and on the boulevard of your property on trash day. 

 
Lastly, the Fire Department requests that you clear snow from around the fire hydrants near your property.  In the case of a fire, valuable minutes can be saved by allowing firefighters easy access to a hydrant. 
Dog Licenses Due January 1st 

T

he City of Cold Spring would like to remind residents to renew their dog licenses by January 1st as regulated by City Ordinance.  
Currently, the fees are $5 for a dog that is fixed and $10 if it is not.  In addition to the fee, a copy of the rabies shot is required.  Generally, rabies shots expire every two years.  Owners still need to renew their license now even if their dog’s shots don’t expire until later in 2012.

We also encourage previous dog owners that no longer have their dog to call City Hall to have our records updated.  All licenses renewed after January 31st will have a $20.00 surcharge added to the license fee.  Dog owners that fail to renew their dog licenses will be issued citations in March.  For questions regarding dog licenses please call City Hall at 685-3653. 

Quick Note Reminders
T
he City encourages snowbirds that leave town during the winter months to contact staff at City Hall before leaving.  It is very helpful for utility billing purposes to know if a resident is going to be out of their home for an extended period of time.  This can take the guesswork out of a very low utility meter reading, which may be estimated if it is not known that the residence has been unoccupied.   

The City also reminds residents to watch for and report streetlight outages to City Hall at 685-3653. It is important that the streetlights be working during the winter months when there are less hours of daylight.

Enjoy Winter Outdoor Activities
T

he City invites you to visit the Pioneer Park Skating Rink where skating fun and excitement abounds.  The rink is scheduled to open by Christmas, but depending on weather conditions it could be sooner or later than this date.  Regular open hours will be Monday through Friday 3:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m., Saturday from 9:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m., and Sunday from 12:00 noon to 9:30 p.m.  The warming house will also be opened during these hours for chilled bodies to thaw in before heading back into the cold weather.

If skating isn’t your strong suit, perhaps sledding is more appealing to you and your family.  The sledding hill, which is located near the intersection of Second Street North and Fourteenth Avenue North will be opened as soon as there is enough snow for sleds to slide on.  The light will shine on the property during the hours of darkness that sledding is permitted.  Sledding hours will be from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Sunday through Thursday, and 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. on Friday and Saturday.   

Whether you’re nimble on your feet, or more comfortable being closer to the ground, skating and sledding are excellent ways to get outdoors and exercise during the winter season.  Take part in these activities, as they are sure to be fun filled family events that can help ease your winter blahs. 

ROCORI Trail Update

T
he ROCORI Trail through Cold Spring is less than a year away! Funded by nearly $1.7 million dollars in state and federal funds, the ROCORI Trail will connect the cities of Richmond, Cold Spring and Rockville when completed. A portion of the ROCORI Trail was built in 2009 in downtown Rockville. The next phase to be built, in 2012, will be from 178th Avenue east of Richmond to Sauk River Road on the east side of Cold Spring. 

Ultimately, the ROCORI Trail will be connected to the Glacial Lakes State Trail that currently runs from Willmar to Paynesville. Also in 2012, the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources will construct the portion of the Glacial Lakes state trail from Richmond west to Paynesville. By the end of 2012, Cold Spring residents will be able to bike from Cold Spring to Paynesville. 

The ROCORI Trail has been a cooperative effort between the cities of Rockville, Cold Spring and  Richmond since 2004. To make the project more manageable, the trail is split into phases:

· PHASE 1 - 178th Ave, just east of Richmond to Eastern Cold Spring city limits.

· PHASE 2 - Eastern Cold Spring city limits to downtown Rockville

· PHASE 3 – Downtown Rockville to Suburban Racquetball Club

The balance of the trail will depend on additional funds secured. The estimated construction cost of the entire trail is approximately $3.6 million.

Once built, the ROCORI Trail will foster economic development in the three cities, provide an alternative mode of transportation, and offer recreational opportunities for residents and visitors.

Food Shelf Donations Needed
A

s your city administrator, I am begging all of you to give something to our local food shelf.  The need has never been greater and the supply has never been smaller.  If you have never given to the food shelf in the past, please give now.  We will get through these difficult times, but it will require strong work and the willingness to pull together as a community to lift each other up.  Food, shelter, and clothing are not luxuries for humanity and it holds true for our fellow citizens too.  For those in these times that must turn to food shelves, it is an incredibly difficult, pride-swallowing thing to do.  I know because my family had to do it over 20 years ago.  Worse still in these times is when those people gain enough strength to go to a food shelf for their family, they sadly discover that there isn’t enough food to actually help.  Even if it is just one item, please give anything you can spare to help our neighbors and loved-ones this Christmas season and please continue to give as we climb out of this economic hole.   Good times are ahead if we make it so.  Thank you!  
Make Your Reservation Now
A

lready in November the City has taken 28 reservations for park shelter rentals in 2012.  Since dates for park rentals are filling up quickly, the City would like to remind residents to call now to make a reservation. 

The City wants to make sure that since residents’ tax dollars go towards the parks and facilities, that they are available for City residents to rent.  The benefits of hosting an event at a park shelter instead of your home are many, including a convenient location, reasonable fee, large seating area and ease of preparation and clean-up.  

The shelters at Frogtown, Lions, and Pioneer Parks are available for rental by calling City Hall at 685-3653.  Call today to choose your preferred park shelter for your special date. Don’t delay or you may miss out on your pick of the parks.
Courtesy of Minnesota Rural Water Association Today 

Fall Edition 2011 – written by Aaron Meyer, MRWA Source Water Specialist

Are We Loving Our Drinking Water Supplies to Death?
A
re we loving our drinking water supplies to death?  Are those green picturesque lawns contaminating our drinking water?  As I work with communities across the state on drinking water issues, I am always asked the same question: “Hey Aaron – What are you doing with all those homeowners and their lush green lawns?  You know darn well those guys are over-applying fertilizer and polluting our groundwater!”  To be honest, I primarily get this question as I get closer to the larger metro areas, and I always get this question when I am working with farmers!


In an effort to try and answer this tough question, I turned to our trusty friend Paul Hoeschen, Public Works Director in Cold Spring. Paul is battling elevated nitrates in Cold Spring’s drinking water supply and is often asked the same question.  In addition, city staff and resource agencies (Minnesota Rural Water Association, Minnesota Department of Agriculture, Stearns Co., SWCD, NRCS, etc.) are working closely with area farmers in the Cold Spring Drinking Water Supply Management Area to lower nitrate losses, so it made perfect sense to also work with residents of the City on turf management issues.  I figured it would be a win-win situation.  After a quick phone call and meeting with Paul, we were off to a city park near one of the public supply wells which was experiencing elevated nitrates.  

The first task upon arriving at the park was to mark off four zones, each approximately 10,000 square feet in size, all with the same soils and similar slopes.  In the first zone, we applied the fertilizer rates that the majority of homeowners in the surrounding development used on their lawns. The next zone, we applied fertilizer amounts according to the University of Minnesota recommendations.  The third zone, we applied the same total amount of nitrogen as the other zones however we included a slow release agent which is designed to lessen the chance that the nitrogen fertilizer will be converted into nitrates and leeched into groundwater.  The final zone was the check strip where no fertilizer was applied. 

Underneath each of the zones, three lysimeters (pictured below) were installed, which enable us to pull groundwater samples without disturbing the grass or usability of the park area. Once, a week, we collect samples and test them for nitrates.  We will continue to collect samples until freeze-up so I cannot release all the data yet, however we have noticed some interesting tidbits. One zone in particular appears to be leeching substantially higher levels of nitrates thus far.  I will release all the results and attempt to explain the results in a future article.  We are hoping this will be a long term project, which will ultimately equip ourselves, the City of Cold Spring and others across the state to better answer the question on how those lush green lawns, are affecting our drinking water supplies.  Stay tuned…
Upcoming vehicles for Sale 

W

atch the Cold Spring Record for a forfeiture vehicle coming up for sale within the next month from the Cold Spring-Richmond Police Department.  The vehicle is a 1991 Chevy Blazer and has four wheel drive, an automatic transmission, V6, and like new tires.  This vehicle will be sold by sealed bids and will be available for viewing during the bidding period.    
FROM PAGE 1 TRANSPORTATION

Please note that your local officials do not want to wait until accidents accumulate to do the right thing for accident prevention.  The following ideas have been considered to date and are in no particular order:  a round-about, changing the stop signs in a variety of ways, adding a road south of the School parking lot to meet up with River Oaks Drive with a signal system, widening County Road 2 (Red River Avenue) at the intersection and making it the right-of-way road as you head south, rather than County Road 50, adding a roadway north of the School, adding sidewalks on the west side of County Road 2, and various combinations of the above mentioned list.  

For a short-term solution, we have been working with School District and Cold Spring Brewery officials to add temporary and safer pedestrian crossing systems at the intersection of 2 and 50 using existing signs.  We are also trying to get a guard rail or bollard system to protect the utility pole by the Brewery that had come down due to the snow-related accident and to protect the building itself and the employees within it.   

We will continue to work on this issue and you will see progress on it in the next few weeks and up to around 2013 when the Stearns County Highway Department plans to resurface County Road 50 from the Cemetery to the intersection of County Road 2.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact any of the parties mentioned in this article.  It is a community problem and will require a community solution.  
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