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The Process  

TRUST THE PROCESS 





Property Owners Meetings 

 How does current streetscape help or 

hinder your business? 
 

Responses 

 More space for sidewalk tables and chairs, more trees for 

shade 

 Walk-ins are part of business so business exposure from 

street is key. 

 With current street parking it is okay, but its difficult when 

spaces fill up then people don't use business  

 



Property Owners Meetings 

 
How could streetscape be 

improved? 
 

Responses 

More parking, More parking, More parking, More 

parking 

Better access  

More parking, better access 

Wider walks for more outside use i.e. benches, 

tables/charis, displays more trees for shade 

 

 



Property Owners Meetings 

 
Desired  elements  
 

Responses 

Bike racks, trees 

Bike parking, designated parking for business 

Ok as is  

Remove overhead wires, 

More benches, light poles with flower 

pots/flags/banners 

The streetscaping East of Teal's (Granite Landing) 

looks wonderful. It would be nice to incorporate 

that look into downtown area 



Property Owners Meetings 

 
Greatest Hopes for Streetscape 
 

Responses 

 It will brighten up and refresh downtown 

 More parking, convenience, looks beautiful 

 Traffic flow smoother especially by schools, more appealing 
for people to sit and stay in downtown area 

 More inviting access to town 

 Slower traffic for crosswalks 

 Bicycle parking and racks 

 Wider Sidewalks, More inviting look, flowers/trees, benches 

 1. keep business coming to downtown area 2. a good 
marriage of old and new to compliment what we have already 
3. Good access and signage during construction and plenty 
of public notification beforehand 

 A unified appearance that identifies it as a downtown. 

 

 



Property Owners Meetings 

What Physical Improvements Should be 

Included? 
Comments 

• Get rid of all telephone and electrical lines.  

• Narrow the main street  

• Put in sidewalk bump outs at the end of Main Street.  

• More parking lots.  

• Widen the sidewalks  

• More bike paths and walking trails.  

• Lighting should be the same throughout the town  

• Develop pedestrian and tourist sites  

• Use the bike trail amenity as a positive for downtown.  

• Trees shrubs, flowers, granite raised flower gardens.  



Framework Plan 

  Illustrates the Intent of the 

Overall Downtown Vision, 

Design Principles, Goals 

and Objectives 

 

 Provides a Guide for 

Long and short term 

decisions and 

investments 

 

 



Goal 

Maintain Downtown As The 

Cultural Heart Of The City 

 
 

 

Objectives 

 
• Provide a hierarchy of streets and open spaces 

to attract businesses and residents, and set the 

stage for cultural activities.  

 

• Maintain City Hall,  the Library and other public  

uses downtown. 

 

• Express Colds Springs rich history through the 

streetscape design, interpretive wayfinding  and  

public art  elements.  

 

• Improve gateways into the city through 

streetscape, site design, and architectural 

treatments 
 

• Use greenery to enhance the Downtown. 



Goal 

Improve Connections To 

Neighborhoods, Schools, The River, 

Trails And Open Space System  

 

 

 

 
Objectives 

 

• Highlight ROCORI Trail  as an amenity to 

draw users  downtown. 

 

• Improve Traffic flow.  Make it more 

manageable Business Friendly  

 

• Create a more pedestrian friendly 

downtown by narrowing streets, widening 

walks, and incorporating sidewalk bump 

outs where possible. 

 

• Provide more bicycle facilities  between 
downtown and the schools 

 

 

 



Goal 

Promote Sustainable Redevelopment 

Of The Downtown 

 

 

 

 
Objectives 

 

 Provide  open space and trail system links with Granite Landing the  

Riverfront, Frogtown Park and the River Oaks Golf Course.  

 Reinforce Main Street character and downtown vitality through a 
compact, mixed use, urban redevelopment pattern. 

 Support existing and start up  businesses 

 Provide more central, accessible  public parking 

 Relocate and/or bury all power lines and phone lines. 

 



Framework Plan 

 

 

 



Coldspring Granite Co. 



Quarry Park  



Granite Landing  Riverfront  



Preliminary Framework Plan 

 

 

 



 Shape and Reinforce Identity of Cold 
Spring 

 

 Provide Continuity to Corridors 

 

 Provide Flexibility to Respond to Site 
Conditions 

 

 Accommodate Business & Neighborhood 
Needs 

 

 Provide for Layers of Change and Activity 

 

 Minimize Maintenance 

 

 

Cold Spring Streetscape 

Streetscape Treatments 
 



Cold Spring Streetscape 
Basic Streetscape Treatment 
 
  

Plain Concrete with 3ft. X 3ft. 

Scoring Pattern 

 

Turf  Boulevard 

 

 

Boulevard Trees 

 

 

Plain Concrete 3ft. Wide Walk  & 

Banding at Parking Space 

 

Street Light 

 

 

 



Cold Spring Streetscape 
Secondary Streetscape Treatment 
 
  

 

Granite Benches 

 

 

 

Street Light 

 

 

Plain Concrete with Charcoal 

Concrete Banding 

 

Street Trees 
Base treatments of turf,  

native grasses & perennials, and/or 

dry laid granite flagstone    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cold Spring Streetscape 
Primary Streetscape Treatment 
 
  

 

Street Trees 
Base treatments of turf,  

native grasses & perennials, and/or 

dry laid granite flagstone    

 

Street Light 

 

Plain Concrete with Charcoal 

Concrete Banding 

 

Granite Benches 

 

Buff Colored Concrete with 

Charcoal Concrete Banding 

 

Gateway Elements and/or Public 

Art 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Red River Avenue 

 

 

 

 



Hwy. 23 to ROCORI Trail 

 



Red River Avenue 

Highway 23 to ROCORI Trail 

 



Hwy. 23 to ROCORI Trail 

 



Red River Avenue 

Highway 23 to 

ROCORI Trail 

 



Red River Avenue 

Hwy. 23 to ROCORI Trail:  Option B –Bike Lane 

 



 
Red River Avenue 

Highway 23 to ROCORI Trail:  

Option B –Bike Lane 

 



 
Red River Avenue 

Highway 23 to ROCORI Trail:  
Option B –Bike Lane 

 



 
Red River Avenue 

Highway 23 to ROCORI Trail:  
Option B –Bike Lane 

 



Red River Avenue 

Highway 23 to ROCORI Trail:  Option B –Bike Lane 

 



Red River Avenue 

Highway 23 to ROCORI Trail:  Option B –Bike Lane 

 



 
ROCORI Trail to 1st Street So. 
 



 
ROCORI Trail to 1st Street So. 
 



 

 
Red River Avenue 

ROCORI Trail to 1st Street So. 

 



 

 
Red River Avenue 

ROCORI Trail to 1st Street So. 

 



Red River Avenue 

ROCORI Trail to 1st St. So.:  

Option B-Lane 



ROCORI Trail to 1st St. No.:  MSA Bike lane & parking Standards 

 



ROCORI Trail to 1st St. No.:  State Aid Bike Lane & Parking 

Standards 

 



State Aid Design Parameters 



State Aid Standards:  8820.9941 URBAN NEW / 

RECONSTRUCTION 



The CSS publication provides 

Transportation planners guidance for 

flexibility in American Association of 

State Highway and Transportation 

Officials (AASHTO) policy 

and information for context sensitive 

solutions (CSS) in 

design of arterials and 

collectors. 

CSS Partners: 

• ITE - Institute of Transportation 

Engineers 

• CNU Congress for the New 

Urbanism 

 

Sponsors  

• Federal Highway Administration 

• U.S. EPA 

 



Context Sensitive Solutions  

(CSS) in Designing Major 

Urban Thoroughfares for 

Walkable Communities 

 

Principles 



Context Sensitive Solutions in Designing Major Urban 

Thoroughfares for Walkable Communities 

 

 



Context Sensitive Solutions in Designing Major Urban 

Thoroughfares for Walkable Communities 

 

 



Context Sensitive Solutions in Designing Major Urban 

Thoroughfares for Walkable Communities 

 

 Recommended Roadside  

Dimensions 

 

• Edge Zone:     1.5 ft 

 

• Furnishings  Zone:   6 ft. 

 

• Throughway Zone:  6 ft. 

 

• Frontage Zone: 2.5ft 

 

Total    16 ft.  

 

 

Red River  12 ft. 

Main Street  13ft. 



 

Streetscape Scenarios 



Streetscape Scenarios 



Streetscape Scenarios 

14 ft. 



Value of the Variance 

1. Reduced Road Construction and Maintenance 
Costs 

2. Wider Boulevard / Edge Zone for Snow Storage 

3. Improved clearance between curb, existing utilities 
and trees 

4. More space to meet ADA grade and clearance 
requirements 

5. More pervious surface for storm water infiltration 

6. Wider walks for pedestrian safety, cultural and 
commercial activity 

7. Improved viability and space for cost effective tree 
well treatments  

8. Improved traffic calming  
 

 



1st  St. South to 1st St. 

North 

  



1st  St. South to 1st St. North 
  



1st  St. South to 1st St. North 
  



1st  St. South to 1st St. North 
  



Red River Avenue 
 
1st  Street  So to Main Street:  
Option B -Bike Lane 
 
  



Red River Avenue 
1st  Street  So to Main Street   
Option B -Bike Lane 

 
  



Red River Avenue 
1st  Street  So to Main Street:  
Option B -Bike Lane 

 
  



Red River Avenue 

1st  Street So. to Main Street:   Option B -Bike Lane 
 
  



Red River Avenue 

1st  Street  So. to Main St.: Option B -Bike Lane 

 
  



Red River Avenue 

1st St. North to Main Street 

  



 

 
Red River Avenue 

Main St. to 1st St. 

North 
  



 
Red River Avenue 
 

Main St. to 1st St. No.:  
Option B -Bike Lane 
 
  



 
Red River Avenue 
 

Main St. to 1st St. No.:  
Option B -Bike Lane 
 
  



 

 
Red River Avenue 

Main St. to 1st St. North 
  



 

 
Red River Avenue 

Main St. to 1st St. North 
  



Red River Avenue 

1st to 2nd Street North 



Red River Avenue 
 

1st to 2nd Street North:   Option B -Bike Lane 
 
  



Red River Avenue 
 

1st to 2nd Street North 
Option B -Bike Lane 
 
  



Red River Avenue 
 

2nd  to 3rd St. North 
 
 
  



Red River Avenue 
 

2nd to 3rd Street North 
Option B -Bike Lane 
 
  



Red River Avenue 
 

3rd St. North Co. Rd. 50 
Option B -Bike Lane 
 
  



Red River Avenue 
3rd St. North Co. Rd. 50:  Option B -Bike Lane 
 
  



Red River Avenue 
 
3rd St. North Co. Rd. 50 
Option B -Bike Lane 
 
  



Red River Avenue 
 
3rd St. North Co. Rd. 50 
Option B -Bike Lane 
 
  



Red River Avenue 
 

3rd St. North Co. Rd. 50:  Option B -Bike Lane 
 
  



Red River Avenue 
 

3rd St. North Co. Rd. 50:  Option B -Bike Lane 
 
  



Main Street  



Main St.  
  



Main Street  



Main St.  
  



Main Street  



Main St.  
  



Main Street:  
Red River Avenue to 3rd Avenue 
 
 
  



Main Street:  
Red River Avenue to 3rd Avenue 
 
 
  



 

 
Main Street at Red River Avenue 

 



 

 
Main Street at Red River Avenue 

 



Main Street:  
Red River Avenue to 3rd Avenue 
 
 
  



Main Street:  
3rd Avenue to 2nd Avenue 
 
 
  



Main Street:  
3rd Avenue to 2nd Avenue 
 
 
  



Main Street:  
3rd Avenue to 2nd Avenue 
 
 
  



Main Street:  
2rd Avenue to Quarry Park 
 
 
 
  



2nd Avenue  

Granite Landing Streetscape 



Main Street:  
2rd Avenue to Quarry Park 
 
 
 
  



Quarry Park  



Granite Landing  Riverfront  



Main Street at the Sauk River  
 
 
 
  



 Pavements 
 

 Plant Materials & Street 
Trees 
 

 Lighting  
 

 Parking Buffers 
 

 Furnishings 
 

 Gateway Treatments 
 

 Signage 
 

 Public Art 
 

 
  

Cold Spring Streetscape 

Streetscape Elements 
 



Cold Spring Streetscape 

Sidewalk Paving 
 



Cold Spring Streetscape 

Sidewalk Paving 
 



Cold Spring Streetscape 

Sidewalk Paving 
 



Cold Spring Streetscape 

Street Trees  
 









Swedish Soil System 

Granite Landing Streetscape 



Tree Types  

Cold Spring Streetscape 

Thornless Honeylocust 

Swamp White Oak 



Tree Types  

Cold Spring Streetscape 

Ginkgo 



Tree Types  

Cold Spring Streetscape 

Japanese Tree Lilac Flowering Crab Amur Maple 



Tree Types  

Cold Spring Streetscape 

Red Oak 

 

 

Common Hackberry 



Elm (Disease Resistant) Little Leaf Linden 

 

 

Norway Maple (And Other 
Maple Varieties) 

Tree Types  

Cold Spring Streetscape 



Cold Spring Streetscape 

Lighting  
 



Cold Spring Streetscape 

Parking Lot Buffers  
 



Cold Spring Streetscape 

Parking Lot Buffers  
 



Cold Spring Streetscape 

Parking Lot Buffers  
 



Cold Spring Streetscape 

Parking Lot Buffers  
 



Cold Spring Streetscape 

Seating 
 



 

 

Sauk  Rapids Downtown  

 

 

 

Cold Spring Streetscape 

Seating 
 



Cold Spring Streetscape 

Seating 
 



Cold Spring Streetscape 

Seating 
 



Cold Spring Streetscape 

Bike Racks  
 



Cold Spring Streetscape 

Trash Receptacles 

 
 



Cold Spring Streetscape 

Entry Monuments 
 



Cold Spring Streetscape 

Entry Monuments 
 



Cold Spring Streetscape 

Kiosks, Wayfinding and Interpretive Markers  
 



Cold Spring Streetscape 

Public Art 
 



Cold Spring Streetscape 

Public Art 
 



Cold Spring Streetscape 

Public Art 
 



Estimate of 

Probable 

Costs 



Thank You 

 



Benefits of Street Trees 
 

1. Improved business 
According to the National Complete 
Streets Coalition, Businesses on 
treescaped streets show 10 to 12% 
higher income streams.  

 

2. Added value to homes, 
businesses and tax base.  

Realtor based estimates of street tree vs 
non street tree comparable streets relate 
a $15-25,000 increase in home or 
business value. This often adds to the tax 
base and operations budgets of a city 
allowing for added street maintenance.  

 

 
Urban Street Trees:  22 Benefits of Urban Street Trees by Dan Burden, 2006 



Benefits of Street Trees 

 

  

 

 

Urban Street Trees:  22 Benefits of Urban Street Trees by Dan Burden, 2006 

3. Longer pavement life.  

Studies conducted in California show 

shade of urban street trees can add 

from 40-60% more life to costly asphalt 

based on reduced daily heating and 

cooling of asphalt.  

 

4. Less drainage 

infrastructure.  

Trees absorb the first 30% of most 

precipitation through their leaf system, 

allowing evaporation back into the 

atmosphere. This moisture never hits 

the ground. Another percentage (up to 

30%) of precipitation is absorbed into 

the ground and held by the root 

structure, then absorbed and transpired 

back to the air. 

 

 



Benefits of Street Trees 

5. Boulevards Provide Snow 

Storage and are an essential part of 

the operational side of a street.   

 

6. Trees Buffer Views to  utility 

poles, light poles, on-street and off-

street parking and other features 

creating visual pollution to the street. 

 

 

Urban Street Trees:  22 Benefits of Urban Street Trees by Dan Burden, 2006 



Benefits of Street Trees 

7. Reduced and more appropriate 
urban traffic speeds Through 
enclosure and visual cues to motorists 
to slow down. 

 

8. Create safer walking 
environments by forming and framing 
visual walls and providing distinct 
edges to sidewalks so that motorists 

 

9. Trees planting strips separate 
motorists from, pedestrians and 
buildings  

 

10. Trees Increased security  by 
creating more pleasant walking 

Environments increasing walking, pride, 

and care of place 

 

  

 

Urban Street Trees:  22 Benefits of Urban Street Trees by Dan Burden, 2006 



Benefits of Street Trees 

 

11. Reduced harm from tailpipe emissions. 

Automobile and truck exhaust is a major public health concern and 

contains significant pollutants, including carbon monoxide (CO), 

volatile organic compounds (VOC), nitrogen oxides (NOx), and 

articulate matter (PM). Tailpipe emissions are adding to asthma, 

ozone and other health impacts. Impacts are reduced significantly 

from proximity to trees. 

 

12. Lower Ozone. Increases in urban street temperatures 

that hover directly above asphalt where tailpipe emissions occur 

dramatically increase creation of harmful ozone and other gasses 

into more noxious substances impacting health of people, animals 

and surrounding agricultural lands 

Urban Street Trees:  22 Benefits of Urban Street Trees by Dan Burden, 2006 



Benefits of Street Trees 
13. Gas transformation efficiency. Trees in street proximity 

absorb 9 times more pollutants than more distant trees, converting 

harmful gasses back into oxygen and other useful and natural 

gasses.  

 

14. Lower urban air temperatures. Asphalt and concrete streets 

and parking lots are known to increase urban temperatures 3-7 

degrees. These temperature increases significantly impact 

energy costs to property owners and consumers. A properly 

shaded neighborhood, mostly from urban street trees, can reduce 

energy bills for a household from 15-35%. 

 

 

 

 Urban Street Trees:  22 Benefits of Urban Street Trees by Dan Burden, 2006 


