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monday, december 17, 2007, 6:30 PM, joint COLD SPRING CITY COUNCIL and planning commission meeting minutes

Mayor Doug Schmitz called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  The following Council members were found to be present: Mayor Doug Schmitz and Council Members Dale Giinthir, Mike Kathman, and Fran Ramler.  Absent: Brigetta Klemek. Planning Commission members found to be present: Aaron Cheeley, Gary Theisen, and Ann Harren. Absent: Bill Foss. Others present: Larry Lahr, Tom Jovanovich, Brian Junkermeier, Ray Schreiner, Chad Kraemer, Curt Karls and Phil Jones.

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

MOTION WAS MADE BY kathman, SECONDED By giinthir, To approve the AGENDA of the december 17, 2007, joint city council and planning comission meeting as presented.  MOTION PASSED 4-0.

Kraemer Plat  
Chad Kraemer and Kurt Karls were present to make a request of the Council to modify the final plat drawings for the Cold Spring Business Park Two plat before it was recorded.  Lahr explained that at a previous meeting, the City Council gave informal consent to making accommodations to combine Lots 9 & 10, Block 1.  Kraemer has found a buyer for Lot 9 alone, and is instead requesting to have Lots 1 & 2, Block 1 combined.  Lahr explained that since these two lots have the same characteristics as the other two previously discussed by the Council, that he didn’t have any objection to the change in plans.  The Council agreed and asked Lahr to have the change made on the plat before it was recorded.

JOVANOVICH PRESENTATION ON ROLE OF THE ELECTED AND APPOINTED OFFICIALS

Tom Jovanovich explained various aspects of the role of an elected or appointed official, including some detailed discussion about the expectations of the “open meeting law” outside of formal meetings, particularly easy ways that the law can be violated through E-mail if the members aren’t careful.  

He also discussed how the Council’s role essentially consists of three components.  “Legislative”, whereby the Council maintains the City Code and policy of the City.  “Quasi-judicial”, whereby the Council makes judgments pertaining to those policies, particularly in land use decisions.  “Administrative”, whereby the Council governs the day-to-day operations of the City, particularly through appointed staff. 
PRESENTATION OF RIGHTS AFFORDED TO GROUP HOMES IN MINNESOTA

Jovanovich provided a presentation on the rights afforded to group homes, particularly those with six or fewer residents.  Jovanovich gave a strong endorsement to the policy approved by the Council at the December 11, 2007 meeting on transports of residents of such facilities.  The Council and Commission had a very detailed discussion about the problems that have been experienced in the past year with homes that have residents that have acute mental illnesses.  Chief Jones provided those present with information on the experiences of the Police Department during that time.  

Throughout the lengthy discussion, the group was able to reach consensus on a number of concerns and questions, for which answers should be sought; they are as follows.

1. Based upon the number and severity of incidents warranting Police Department response, the residents of the homes at 614 and 616 Emma Drive require a level of care that is not being adequately supplied to this point.

2. The inadequate level of care is likely detrimental to the public welfare and injurious to other land or improvements in the community. 

3. The perceived inadequate supervision may be caused by the staff of the group homes not being able to restrain or take other measures to control their own situations.  Whether these restrains are caused by the court system, or the governing county entity.

4. The perceived “high level” of care that these homes are supposed to provide, and that these “high level” care homes were developed in a residential neighborhood.

5. The City believes that Stearns County planned poorly by locating group homes housing those with acute mental illness in Cold Spring due to the considerable distant from hospital emergency care, and the need to transport residents for such emergency treatment. 

6. The City believes that Stearns County failed to allow the City of Cold Spring an opportunity to provide input as the site search and building processes were taking place.

7. Unlike a number of other group homes in the community with a similar number of occupants, the homes at 614 and 616 Emma Drive have likely altered the essential character of the neighborhood in which they are located.

8. The failure to properly operate the homes at 614 and 616 Emma Drive have likely had an adverse impact on the vacant and occupied properties in the immediate vicinity.  It is feared that they have introduced additional difficulty in selling the remaining vacant lots; and they have likely caused an extraordinary disruption to the living activities of residents in the immediate vicinity.

9. The City Attorney questioned whether there is set criteria for the extent of care that is required for each facility.

10. The City Council, Planning Commission, City Attorney and staff finds that there is an excessive concentration of community residential facilities within Cold Spring housing those with mental illness, as contemplated in Minnesota Statutes § 252.28.

The Planning Commission and City Council identified a course of action as a result of its discussion.

1. The City Attorney was directed to contact the Commissioner of Human Services for the State of Minnesota in order to go on record with its finding with regard to MS § 252.28.

2. The City Administrator and Police Chief should arrange a meeting between the City Council and Stearns County Commissioners and their staff that would be key on this issue.  With the intent of the meeting to be to communicate the City’s concerns to County staff; to learn more about what the County’s position is with regard to such homes in Cold Spring; and to identify ways in which to alleviate the problems.

3. Lahr was directed to send a copy of these meeting minutes to the specified County officials once they have been approved by the City Council.

planning commission adjourn

MOTION WAS MADE BY kathman, SECONDED By cheeley, TO adjourn at 8:53 p.m. motion passed 4-0.
city council adjourn

MOTION WAS MADE BY giinthir, SECONDED By ramler, TO adjorn at 8:53 p.m. seeing no further business to come before the council.  MOTION PASSED 4-0.
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Doug Schmitz, Mayor
Larry J. Lahr, City Administrator
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Gary Theisen, Planning Commission Chair

