COLD SPRING planning commission meeting minutes 

MONDAY, February 26, 2007, 6:30 PM,

The meeting of the Planning Commission was called to order by Chairperson Gary Theisen at 6:31 p.m.  The following Planning Commission members were found to be present: Gary Theisen, Ann Harren, Aaron Cheeley and Bill Foss.  Member Mike Kathman was absent.  Others present: Planning Consultant, Karin Tank.

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

A MOTION WAS MADE BY ANN HARREN, SECONDED BY aaron cheeley TO APPROVE THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED.  CARRIED 4-0.

PUBLIC HEARING ON PRELIMIINARY PLAT AND COMMERCIAL PUD (Storage shed and business incubator)
The public hearing was opened by Chairman Theisen at 6:33 p.m.  Karin Tank summarized the materials and planning memo relative to the request.  Tank noted that the EDA was acting as the Developer for the subdivision and that a purchase agreement for the property had been executed by Chad and Jeff Kraemer for the purchase of the property following plat approval.  Tank noted that no correspondence had been received related to the request, however, Alex Tomovic had inquired about the design guidelines and outdoor storage.  He was satisfied after hearing the provisions that were recommended.  Chad Kraemer was present on behalf of the project.  Tank reviewed three requested changes of the Kraemers’ as they related to window placement, pavement width and adornments.  General discussion related thereto followed.  Member Harren noted that she agreed that the windows on the side of the internal buildings was not necessary.  Harren further noted that the addition of an allowance of shutters as a decorative adornment would add a low cost item to the list of two required adornments.  After calling for persons to speak three times and hearing none, Chairperson Theisen closed the public hearing at 6:42 PM.

A motion was made by AARON CHEELeY, seconded by BILL FOSS, TO APPROVE THE PUD and PLAN AS PRESENTED.  MEMBERS CHEELY AND FOSS VOTED IN THE AFFIRMATIVE AND MEMBER HARREN AND THIESEN VOTED IN THE NEGATIVE, NOTING RECOMMEDED CHANGES TO THE PUD PROVISIONS, 2-2 VOTE.  MEMBER CHEELeY MOTIONED TO AMEND HIS MOTION TO APPROVE THE PUD WITH THE FOLLOWING CHANGES TO THE PUD PROVISIONS:  WINDOWS - THE EXTERIOR LOTS WITH STRUCTURES IN EXCESS OF 1,200 SQUARE FEET SHALL HAVE AT LEAsT 2 WINDOWS PER SIDE (INTERIOR BUILDINGS DO NOT REQUIRE SIDE WINDOWS).  DRIVEWAYS – DRIVEWAY ACCESS MUST BE MADE of CONCRETE, AND NO MORE THAN FOUR FEET WIDER THAN THE WIDTH OF the OVERHEDS DOORS OF THE BUILDING. aDORNMENTS – aDD f.  sHUTTERS.  THE ADDITION OF decorative SHUTTERS as an accent to the WINDOWS.  Motion seconded by Bill foss.  motion carried 4-0.
REVIEW OF DRAFT SHORELAND REGULATIONS

Tank reviewed the draft shoreland provision dated 2-26-07, noting that the DNR had stated that the City should update the regulations to be consistent with the State model when the River Links plat was submitted.  Tank noted areas where the City may wish to be more restrictive than the state model including, construction on lots of record – requiring that single ownership with more than one lot be required to be consolidated and that a minimum ratio of lot area be provided before a lot could be deemed buildable and eliminating the “string test” for setbacks from the O.H.W.M.   Appendices A & B, will need to be filled in as we obtain information related to the existing developed areas along the river and creeks.  The City will need to seek leniency from the DNR City-wide or on an area-wide basis depending upon the degree of non-conformance.  The proposed lot size, setback, height and coverage numbers will be brought back to the Commission as the existing developed properties within the area are surveyed through aerial photos and the City’s base mapping.

DISCUSS AMENDMENT TO ZONING ORDINANCE TO ALLOW PET GROOMING IN C-1 DISTRICT

Planning Consultant Tank handed out the existing language as found in the zoning ordinance, which disallows animal handling within the downtown.  The definition of animal handling is clear in the regard that it would include pet grooming.  Recently a person has expressed interest in located within the Dan & Cheryl Brady commercial building behind Chain of Lakes Mortgage to operate a pet grooming business.  To allow such a use in the downtown (C-1) the Ordinance would need to be modified to specify pet grooming as a permitted or special use.  The Planning Commission indicated that the use would fit the building and area, however, they raised concerns regarding how the pet waste would be disposed of and noted that no boarding could be considered along with the use of grooming.  If a controlled area could be provided outside for the dogs to relieve themselves which would be routinely disposed of throughout the day, the use could be considered in the cited building.  By general consensus, the Planning Commission agreed they like the idea of pet grooming in the development and thought the use was needed within the city, however, would like the interested party to discuss the waste concerns with the Commission prior to recommending an Ordinance text change.

UPDATE ON BLUE HERON HEIGHTS 3RD ADDITION

Tank updated the Commission on the status of the replat of Blue Heron Heights into Twin Homes.  The preliminary plat will be scheduled for a public hearing in March.  The plat will have 20 individual lots that once platted will be split via the minor subdivision regulations into separate tract of land for ownership purpose.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes of JANUARY 24, 2007 were approved by a Motion of ANN HARREN, Seconded by BILL FOSS.  Motion carried 4-0.
LYNN SCHURMANN COLD SPRING BAKERY PARKING DISCUSSION

Lynn Schurman was present to discuss parking issues and a variance granted in 1986.  According to the Resolution granting a parking variance for 40 spaces, the Schurman’s were to secure a purchase option on the Kraemer house and once, acquired, demolish the house to provide the parking.  In 2006, the Kraemer house was closed upon however, the house was not demolished.  Ms. Schurman indicated that five years following the parking variance, they acquired the adjacent Otto house and had presented a revised Phase III Plan to the former City Administration as an alternative plan to accommodate the parking and that plan was agreed to by all parties, however, not documented.  Ms. Schurman distributed the Phase III plan from that time.  Since the variance was granted approximately 20 spaces were provided (14 with the Otto house and at least 6 from the backyard of the Kraemer house).  Reggie Fraley was present to discuss the new plans for the entirety of the property, which included a mix use retail and professional offices space on the site of both the Otto and Kraemer homes.  Discussion followed regarding the timing of potential relocation of some bakery production to within the business park.  Schurman indicated that they cannot afford to take both houses down in six months and have parking alone as the homes are generating income to pay for the properties.  Reggie handed out rough plans for a future commercial development.  The future plans for the property are to immediately start marketing the lease space and acquire pre-leases.  Depending upon the absorption rate of the properties they may be ready to start construction as early as this summer.  Reggie indicated that they would work with the city to develop a site plan, while they work on pre-leasing.  At his time they are trying to design a 2-story structure adjacent to Red River with parking hidden in the back, reflective of the 2020 Vision and zoning changes. 

motion by aaron cheeley for the Allowance of 60 days to come back with a comprehensive plan and historcial background for the property set for April 23rd, motion Seconded by Ann Harren, motion carried 4-0.  

Bill Foss stated concerns with adding traffic onto Red River.  Reggie stated the preliminary nature of the project plans and assured the Commission that they would work with the city to address traffic concerns.

The next meeting was set for Monday, March 12th 2007 at 7:00 PM at Rocori High School for the Comprehensive Plan Community Meeting.  Members agreed to meet at 6:30 PM to help set-up or prep for their facilitation roles.

MEMBER aaron cheeley MOTIONED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 9:45 PM, SECONDED BY bill foss, MOTION CARRIED 4-0.

___________________________________            
________________________________

Gary Theisen, Planning Commission Chair
Larry Lahr, City Administrator
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